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Nominating  
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Deb Crowl and  

Terry Lane, members 

Jessica Mayer and  
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Chris Owen, chair 
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13th Annual 

Spring Fling 

and Camporee 
 

May 16 

South Cove County Park 

Lake Keowee, Seneca, S.C. 

 

For details and to register  

(registration deadline is May 8; 

hotel deadline is May 4), go 

online to 

senewfs.com 

Did someone say 

òwater testó...?  

Journey, owned by 

Sue Lynn Morton and 

Robin Love, is ready. 

She was born on Nov. 

18 to Ch Kloofbear 

Over The Rainbow 

TimberKnoll WRDX, 

DD, CGC (Ellie). 

Photo by Sue Lynn 

Morton 
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O 
ne of my favorite references, stated 
by many educational scholars, is that 
students should be motivated before 

they can be educated ñ in other words, the 
ground is not ready for fruitful learning until a 
student is gripped by enthusiasm for the sub-
ject matter. As a teacher, I believe the true art 
of teaching is to awaken the underlying abilities 
inside students and help those grow and de-
velop.  

Patti Sutherland, assistant principal at 
Charles D. Owen High School, has done just 
that for her students. And she did it in a way 
that has made the Newfoundland dog special 
to many young people. 

In recognition, the SENC announced at its 
February 2009 banquet the creation of the 
Patti Sutherland Service Award, and the club 
presented the inaugural award to Patti for her 
dedication, encouragement and commitment 
to her students. This special SENC award, 
which is not intended to be given every year, 
recognizes exceptional public service to the 
community involving the Newfoundland dog.  

Three years ago, Patti had an idea that she 
took to her principal ñ she wanted to make a 
difference and find something important for 
kids to do that would teach them responsibility 
and help them to become confident learners. 
Working within the National Education Initia-
tive for Early Prevention of High School 
Dropouts, Patti developed her idea, starting 
with one Newf and two students. Today, that 
idea has grown into the Hudson Ambassadorsõ 
Program, involving several Newfoundlands 
and changing the lives of many students. 

That first Newf is Hudson, an 11-year-old 
who still goes to school with Patti every day 
for eight hours a day, putting in 40 hours a 
week. Last year, he attended 175 days of 
school. During those first years in his working 
hours at the school, Hudson helped two stu-
dents in particular with anxiety and frustration 
issues, shyness and a lack of confidence. Hud-

sonõs job was simply to be at school and allow 
these two students to groom him, walk him in 
the hallways and become a posting mechanism 
for conversation and verbal presentations.  

Patti was overjoyed when these two students 
could demonstrate and verbally communicate 
information about the Newfoundland to their 
peers. Most important, these students had 
smiles on their faces and loved coming to 
school because they had a purpose, someone 
who loved them and a reason to get up in the 
morning. And Hudson really enjoyed being 
pampered throughout his day. 
The Hudson Ambassadorsõ Program has 

now grown from two students to 50-plus stu-
dents and involves three of Pattiõs Newfound-
lands. Patti started by training the students 
how to become dog trainers and handlers. 
Each day, there are 12 student-handlers, and 
the dogs have a busy schedule to follow. The 
dogsõ duties include going to class, walking the 
halls with 865 high school students, ride in 
elevators, monitor fire drills and tornado drills, 

New Award Recognizes Patti Sutherland  

for Community Service  

Hudson Ambassadorsõ Program gives high school students new motivation 

By Laura Rader 

Patti, at left, with 

students and her 

Newfs involved in 

the Hudson  

Ambassadorsõ 

Program. 

 

 

More SENC 
awards,  
pages 4  
and 5. 



and participate in civics or Spanish class ñ 
with an occasional òwoof!ó Pattiõs dogs also do 
community service duties beyond school, such 
as game duty for football, soccer and nursing 
homes. The jobs for which the students are 
responsible include assisting in the arrival of 
the dogs when they get to school, brushing and 
grooming, walking the dogs and attending to 
their bathroom needs. Other teachers at the 
school have created lesson plans that involve 
the dogs as subjects used in measurement, 
journal writing and comparable studies. 
Pattiõs Newfs have inspired a sense of soli-

darity and community in her school. They have 
taught students to be responsible; that itõs OK 
to be at school; that when you need a hug, you 
can get one; and to make good life choices.  

The Hudson Ambassadors have now be-
come a high school club with a diversified 
membership from new students to veteran 
ambassadors who have, in turn, been inspired 
to raise money for cancer research. The club 

has a purpose, philosophy, objectives and offi-
cers; to join, students are required to write a 
paragraph about why they want to be involved, 
have passing grades and good behavior. Some 
kids who had spent time in jail or had dropped 
out of school and returned have joined the 
club, with the dogs helping make a change in 
their lives.  

In talking with Patti about this program, it is 
apparent that her Newfs have implanted a very 
hands-on experience that has allowed students 
to incorporate achievement for fruitful learn-
ing.  
A few years ago, I visited Pattiõs school and 

remember seeing the students walking the halls 
with Hudson and how proud they were of 
themselves. What a joy to see these New-
foundlands, with their signature characteristic 
of sweet temperament, bridging a hierarchy of 
students, teachers and administrators to form 
an educational society that allows for achieve-
ment and success to occur.  

Clockwise from top left: A walk in the hallway 

is a hallmark of the Hudson Ambassadorsõ 

Program; Pattiõs Newfs on Commencement 

Day; Patti receives her award from SENC 

President Scott Wigginton; sharing honors 

with a key team member; a banner leads the 

group in a holiday parade. 

Pattiõs Newfound-

lands have given new 

meaning to being a 

òworkingó dog. 

Page 3 The Newsletter of the Southeastern Newfoundland Club  


